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Dear Colleagues,  

Dear Commandeurs, 

Dear Friends, 

 

I set myself the priority of encouraging 

discussion within the huge family of Bordeaux 

Wine.  This group gathers together the men and 

women who grow the vines and make the wines 

of Bordeaux, as well as the Wine Brotherhoods. 

 

By going to meet each one, discussions are 

beginning; we have so many tales to recount to 

one another, so many ideas to swap and such a 

number of activities to carry out jointly. 

 

It's an important task, an unending one 
too.  There is so much expectation from 
many people in Bordeaux, as well as within 
the large majority of Wine Brotherhoods 
that we are working on this with great 
determination.  So we will have plenty of 

things to tell one another.   

 

Bordeaux toujours Bordeaux 

 

*     *     *     *   *  

 

Francis BOUTEMY 

President and Grand Maître   

of the Grand Conseil  

du Vin de Bordeaux 
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The Grand Conseil’s activities 
 

 

The GCVB in Wuhan 

 

It was as part of the Festival of Bordeaux and 

Aquitaine Wines on 5th November 2016 that the 

Grand Conseil du Vin de Bordeaux inducted 9 

Chinese investors, members of the AVFC. They 

were presented with the title of Honorary 

Representative of Bordeaux Wines by Hubert 

Burnereau, Vice Grand Maître of the GCVB, 

accompanied by Mr She, Maître of the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Wuhan and his Vice Grand 

Maître Romain Bruimaud. 

 



 

 

The GCVB in Madrid 

On 14th November 2016, the Grand Maître of 

the Grand Conseil du Vin de Bordeaux travelled 

to Madrid to attend the celebrations to mark the 

30th Anniversary of the Bordeaux Commanderie 

in Madrid.   

Alongside Pelayo de la Mata, Marquis of Vargas 

and Daniel de Busturia, Territorial Grand Maître 

Territorial of Spain, the Grand Maître, Francis 

Boutemy, bestowed to Yves Saint-Geours, the 

French Ambassador in Spain, the title of 

Honorary Representative of Bordeaux Wines.    

 

The GCVB in London 

On 15th November 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in London celebrated its 20th 

Anniversary at the well-known venue, 

Ironmongers’ Hall.  Present at this event were 

Peter Russell, Maître of the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Manchester, Susan Darwall 

Smith, Maître of the Bordeaux Commanderie in 

Bristol, Paul Chedgy, Territorial Grand Maître 

of Great Britain, Angus Smith, Territorial Grand 

Maître of the US Commanderies, alongside 

Chris Bonsall, Maître of the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in London and Francis Boutemy, 

who came to preside this ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

The GCVB in Flanders 

On 19th November 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Vlaanderen held its third 

banquet at the De Lozen Boer restaurant in 

Lochristi, near Gand.  Before a large gathering 

of 75 participants, Mr Christian Rey from   

Domaine des Graves d’Ardonneau, Mr Loïc 

Kressmann from Château La Tour Martillac, Mr 

François-Xavier Maroteaux from Château 

Branaire-Ducru and Mr Aymeric Hervy from 

Château Camensac were inducted as honorary 

members.  9 new members of the Commanderie 

were also inducted by the Maître, Mr Dirk Van 

Gysegem.  He concluded this ceremony and 

banquet by presenting the programme for 2017. 

The excellent Banquet, concocted by chef 

Patrick Neyt and his team, was accompanied by 

fine wines from the estates represented at this 

occasion.  The evening was a tremendous 

success, so it confirms and promises marvellous 

prospects for the Bordeaux Commanderie in 

Vlaanderen, which has now been established for 

two years.   

 

The GCVB in Fukuoka  
 

On 23rd November 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Fukoka celebrated its 31st 

Anniversary.  At this Parlement, Francis 

Boutemy, Grand Maître of the Grand Conseil du 

Vin de Bordeaux, inducted the new Maître of 

this Commanderie, Mr Kensuke Ryuzoji, 56-

year-old Chairman of Honda Kiko Co., Ltd.   
 

The GCVB in Sapporo 

On 24th November 2016, at the occasion of a 

Gala Dinner, the Bordeaux Commanderie in 

Sapporo celebrated its 6th Anniversary. 

The Founding Maître inducted 11 new 

members, so this Commanderie now has a total 

of 92 active members (including doctors, 

lawyers, directors of wine & cuisine schools, 

sommeliers…) 



 

The GCVB in Tokyo 

On 25th November 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Tokyo celebrated its 31st 

Anniversary during a Gala Dinner held in the 

presence of the Minister Mr Léger, Ambassador 

at the French Embassy in Tokyo. 

Mr Yoshiaki Hompo, Maître of 

the Tokyo Commanderie, 

Territorial Grand Maître of 

Japan, former Vice-Minister 

for Tourism and the 

Environment and former 

Director of the Postal Services in Japan, is 

currently council member of several public 

service organisations in Japan. Mr Hompo 

inducted 14 new members at this occasion.  

With 230 members in total, the Tokyo 

Commanderie is the largest of the 83 Bordeaux 

Commanderies worldwide.   

Every month, the Tokyo Commanderie 

organises lunches or dinners and receives 

numerous wine representatives from Bordeaux, 

mainly members of the Union des Grands Crus 

GC, and says it is keen to welcome more visitors 

from Bordeaux, from all the appellations.   

The GCVB in Osaka 

On 28th November 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Osaka held an induction 

ceremony and evening reception at the Imperial 

Hotel.   

At this occasion, 10 new members were 

inducted into the Commanderie by the Maître, 

Doctor Matsuzawa.  This ceremony was 

followed by a Gala Dinner, with 150 guests in 

attendance, including the French Consul in 

Kyoto, Mr Jean-Matthieu Bonnel, who was 

presented with the title of Honorary 

Representative of Bordeaux Wines by Francis 

Boutemy, Grand Maître of the Grand Conseil du 

Vin de Bordeaux.   

The Commanderie in Osaka now has a total of 

162 active members. 
 

The GCVB in Nagoya 

On 29th November 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Nagoya held a Parlement, 

during which 15 new members were inducted by 

the Maître, Mr Kuroyanagi, who is Chairman of 

the Nagoya Stock Exchange.  The Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Nagoya now has 75 active 

members. 

The GCVB in Wallonia/Southern Belgium 

In the magnificent setting of Château du Lac 

Genval on 26th November 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Wallonia held its 6th Autumn 

Parlement. 

 
The evening’s theme was “Bordeaux Women, 

Châteaux owners who make Bordeaux Wines”.  

The French Consul General in Brussels, Mrs 

Butel attended this event, along with two 

representatives from the Bordeaux 

Commanderies in Brussels and Vlaanderen and 

seven Ladies, all Bordeaux wine estate owners, 

including Alice Demonchaux, from Château 

Pierrail and Brigitte Rullier, from Château 

Dalem.  Members of the Grand Conseil du Vin 

Bordeaux’s Privy Council were also present. 

20 new members of the Commanderie were 

inducted at this occasion. 

 

The GCVB in Munich 

On 29th November 2016, Hubert Burnereau, 

Vice Grand Maître of the Grand Conseil du Vin 

de Bordeaux took part in the Parlement 

organised by the Bordeaux Commanderie in 

Munich, held at the Tantis Restaurant.  The 

Maître of the Munich Commanderie, Henri 

Pernot, inducted two new members before an 

audience of fifty guests. 

Count Stéphan Von Neipperg presented his 

wines as they were served with the various 

courses of the dinner. 



 

The GCVB in Brussels 

On December 2nd 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Brussels held its 64th 

Induction Ceremony and celebrated its 35th 

Anniversary in the splendid reception rooms of 

the Royal Gallic Artistic and Literary Circle, in 

presence of Hubert Burnereau, Vice Grand 

Maître of the GCVB. To join in the festivities of 

this occasion, the Commanderie du Bontemps 

Médoc & Graves - Sauternes & Barsac was 

invited to take part. 

 News from the Bordeaux Commanderies  
 

The GCVB in Manchester 
 

On 7th and 8th October 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Manchester held a stand at 

the Manchester Food & Drink Festival 2016 

 to present a tasting of Bordeaux wines, 

supplied by the Grand Conseil du Vin de 

Bordeaux and the various wine Brotherhoods. 
 

More than 2000 glasses of wine from 

Bordeaux’s numerous appellations were tasted!  

It was a huge success, wine lovers flocked to this 

event. 

 

 

 

The GCVB in Vancouver 
 

On 23rd October 2016, Dr. Young Tze Kuah 

and Andrew MacNeil were inducted as 

members of the Bordeaux Commanderie in 

Vancouver by Brian Henry, Maître of the 

Commanderie.  The induction ceremony 

followed by a Gala Dinner took place at the 

well-known restaurant “Five Sails”. Nicolas 

Glumineau from Chateau Pichon Lalande was 

present at this event.  It was a truly memorable 

evening for one and all.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The GCVB in Miami 
 

On 8th December 2016, a second Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Miami was created.   

They launched the second chapter in Miami with 

the title of "Greater Miami," with Drew Bailey 

as the Maître. Drew is the son of Scott Bailey 

who was the Maître of the original Miami 

chapter for many years. This will bring their 

number of chapters to 33 in the US.  

Much of the credit for the formation of this 

chapter must go to Peter Benjamin, the Maître 

of the Miami Chapter. 

The focus of the chapter has been on a young 

and diverse membership, and 17 new members 

were inducted.” 
 

The GCVB in Hong Kong 
 

On 14th December 2016, the Bordeaux 

Commanderie in Hong Kong celebrated its 

30th Anniversary at the Grand Hyatt Hong Kong 

Hotel.  330 members and guests attended the 

Induction Ceremony and Gala Dinner presided 

by Vincent Cheung, Maître of the 

Commanderie.  

 



 

The traditional ceremony to present New Year’s 

Wishes to the Mayor of Bordeaux took place on 

20th January 2017.  The Grand Maître, Francis 

Boutemy along with members of the Privy 

Council and representatives of the 14 Wine 

Brotherhoods walked in procession along the 

streets of the city, from the Bordeaux Wine 

Trade Council (CIVB) to the main courtyard of 

the City Hall where Alain Juppé and members 

of Bordeaux’s city council welcomed them in 

the presence of the President of the CIVB, Allan 

Sichel.   
 

 

News from the Wine Brotherhoods, 

Management Organisations and Wine 

Associations   

 
 

Commanderie du Bontemps Médoc 

& Graves, Sauternes & Barsac 

On 15th November 2016, the Commanderie du 

Bontemps held its Gala Dinner at the Grand 

Hyatt Hotel (Roppongi), as part of Vinexpo 

Tokyo 2016.   

Graves de Vayres  

On 25th October 2016, the General Meeting of 

the Management Organisation for the Graves de 

Vayres Appellation was held at the conference 

premises in Vayres.  Thirty winegrowers and 

several leading figures from the wine industry 

attended this meeting. 

 

 

Bordeaux & Bordeaux Supérieur  
 

The Bordeaux and Bordeaux 

Supérieur appellations set up a 

competition named “Ecole de Sommellerie” in 

the region of Beijing.  68 students from 7 

different schools were given training about these 

appellations with an intensive course of lessons 

given over 3 weekends by the CAFA 

(professional training centre for the hotel 

industry, restaurant trade + wine sales and 

distribution) in Beijing and by Xu Wei, wine 

educator/sommelier, who also writes a well-

known blog called “Aroma Republic”.  The 3 

winners of this competition shared the prizes 

awarded by members of the jury and the French 

Ambassador in China. 

For the first time this year, Planète Bordeaux 

took part in the exhibition Horeca Expo, one of 

the leading shows in Europe for the 

Café/Hotel/Restaurant sector.  It was held from 

20th to 24th November 2016 in Gand, Belgium.  

More than 50 wines were presented in “free 

tasting” and a Master Class was also organized 

to present the diversity of wines from the 

Bordeaux and Bordeaux Supérieur appellations 

to professionals and managers of restaurants and 

hotels.  

“Bubble Party” - A festive evening with 

Crémants de Bordeaux  

The 4th event of this lovely “Bubble Party” was 

held on 24th November 2016 at the CIVB’s 

Wine Bar. More than 150 people, including 

numerous winegrowers and winemakers, wine 

professionals and students from top universities 

came for a preview tasting of a wide range of 

Crémant de Bordeaux sparkling wines. 

 

Vinexpo Bordeaux  
 

Vinexpo 2017, the international show for wine 

and spirits, will take place from Sunday 18th to 

Wednesday 21st June 2017.  From this year 

onwards, Vinexpo Bordeaux will be a four-day 

event rather than five, to adapt itself to a shorter 

time span largely preferred by professionals.     

 

http://www.vinexpobordeaux.com/


 

 

 

 

News from the winegrowing area 

 

The Union des Côtes de Bordeaux 

(the Blaye, Cadillac, Castillon, Francs and 

Sainte-Foy Appellations) organized several 

large-scale campaigns in its key markets.  

Encountering a wide variety of cultures, 

winegrowers and merchants travelled to several 

countries, taking part in press events, presenting 

masterclasses, attending shows and holding 

meetings with sommeliers.  In the USA: San 

Francisco and San Diego.  In China: Hong 

Kong, Wuhan and Shanghai.  In Germany: 

Dusseldorf, Berlin and Munich. 

BORDEAUX S.O GOOD 

From 18th to 20th November 2016, in Hangar 

14 on the quayside in Bordeaux,  the third event 

of the food and wine show “Bordeaux S.O 

Good” set a new attendance record with a huge 

number of visitors from the general public (more 

than 28 000 tastings) and the presence of more 

than 60 Michelin-starred Chefs.  During the 

three days of the show, Bordeaux wines were 

highlighted. 

The Right Bank 
 

Saint-Emilion-Pomerol-Fronsac  

On 1st December 2016, the wines of Saint-

Emilion- Pomerol - Fronsac, in partnership with 

the Japan Sommelier Association in Tokyo, held 

a Masterclass for 90 professionals among their 

8 000 members.  A grand-scale dinner, to which 

journalists were invited, was held afterwards at 

L’Aube restaurant in Tokyo, where its 

sommelier, Hiroshi Ishida, Best Sommelier of 

Asia and Oceania 2015, presented to fifteen 

journalists a selection of pairings of food with 

the wines of Saint-Émilion- Pomerol- Fronsac. 

Time for a Wine Route journey in China 

The wines of Saint-Emilion – Pomerol – 

Fronsac set out on a Wine Route journey in 

China for the 8th time on 5th, 6th and 7th 

December 2016, before finishing their trip at 

Pu’Er for the inauguration of the exhibition 

entitled “When the civilisations of tea and wine 

meet.”  A delegation of six winegrowers and 

wine merchants travelled to three cities in 

China: Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen. 

 

The Médoc 

 
The Médoc featured at the most prestigious 

American universities.  Since October 2016 

and for a period of 12 months, Dewey Markham, 

lecturer and Médoc specialist for the United 

States, is travelling across the country and 

visiting fifteen well-known universities and 

business schools to present Médoc seminars to 

knowledgeable wine enthusiasts, with a tasting 

of the various AOCs from this area.   

The programme named “Grandes Ecoles”, 

which began six years ago, continues to win 

over universities that are loyal to this event 

every year:  Cornell, Sonoma, Florida In 

University, Oregon Culinary Institute, 

Colombia UCLA, Chicago Booth, Berkeley… 

 
 

The Médoc Wine Council  

800 professionals and 40 journalists met in 5 

different cities: this is the outcome of the 10th 

Médoc Wine Council China Assignment, now 

named “Excellence University”, which took 

place between 17th and 21st October 2016.  In 

Canton, Beijing, Nanjing, Nanking and Xi’An, 

the Médoc delegation presented wines of the 

2013 vintage to Chinese professionals.   

After Fukoka on 7th September 2016, the 

second Médoc conference of the year in Japan 

was held in Tokyo on 24th October 2016.  It 

brought together a total of 133 professionals.  

The conference was presented by Nobuhide 

Tani, Head Sommelier at the Tour d’Argent 

restaurant in Tokyo. 

         

Graves Pessac-Léognan  
 

It is now a tradition!  Every year, during the first 

weekend of December, owners of wine estates 

in the Pessac-Léognan appellation hold their 

Open Days.  In 2016, on Saturday 3rd and 

Sunday 4th December, 41 Pessac-Léognan 

estates opened wide the doors of their domains 

to present their vineyards to the public and 

professionals by offering a variety of features 

for visitors, such as visits, wine tasting and 

many other activities.   

 



 

Union des Crus Classés de Graves  

According to tradition, every year the 

14 wine estates grouped within the Union des 

Crus Classés de Graves hold a gala dinner to 

celebrate the end of the grape harvests.  For the 

26th event, Château Olivier, an estate steeped in 

history and owned by Alexandre de Bethmann, 

was the venue on 27th November 2016 for this 

marvellous reception.  It welcomed 160 guests, 

among whom distinguished representatives of 

five Michelin-starred restaurants in France and 

other countries (Portugal, United Kingdom, 

Italy, Canada…) 

Bordeaux Tasting 

On Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th December 

2016, the 5th event of “Bordeaux Tasting”, 

coordinated by the magazine “Terre de Vins”, 

welcomed a total of 8 000 people at this grand 

wine exhibition held over two days.  Almost 200 

Great Growths from Bordeaux and elsewhere in 

the world were available for visitors to taste. 

        

 

NEWS FROM THE CIVB  

(Bordeaux Wine Trade Council) 

 

 
 

 

For the 8th year running, Bordeaux wines 

were guests of honour at the “Hong Kong 

Wine and Dine Festival”, held from 27th to 30th 

October 2016.  With a presentation identical to 

the event organised in Bordeaux, this festival 

took place along the Central quays, in the heart 

of Kong Kong.  Four days of wine tasting, an 

opportunity for the 150 000 visitors to discover 

the diversity of Bordeaux wines. 

Sixty winegrowers and merchants from the 

Bordeaux region took part in this festival, 

presenting wines from the various appellations 

in the Bordeaux pavilion. 

BELGIUM 

Bordeaux wines partner the launch of a 

covered market, the Holy Food Market in 

Gand, Belgium. 

This new food and wine sales venue aimed to 

appeal to urban, trendy professionals in the 30-

45 age bracket, opened to the general public on 

24th February 2017.  

 

 

Arrival of a new consultant  

Appointment of Wim De Schutter as 

Marketing Consultant for Belgium. 

   

Wim began his new responsibilites at the end of 

the month of January 2017. 

To carry out his new role in Belgium, he will 

draw upon his fifteen years of sales and 

marketing experience.   

 

 

 

Consultants CIVB à l’étranger  

 

Japon   Reiko Otsuka 

                            reiko.otsuka@vins-bordeaux.fr 

 

Allemagne Elisabeth Ziegler 
                            e.ziegler@ziegler-consulting.org 

 

Royaume-Uni Fiona Juby  

                          fiona.juby@vins-bordeaux.fr 

 

USA   Mary Gorman 
                             mary.gorman@vins-bordeaux.fr 

 

Belgique Wim De Schutter 
                          wim.deschutter@vins-bordeaux.fr 

 

Chine  Thomas Jullien 
                         thomas.jullien@vins-bordeaux.fr 
 

 

 

*  *  *  *  *  * *  
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